
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELA TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF JULY 12, 2001 
 
 

The Ela Township Board met on Thursday, July 12, 2001 at the Ela Township Senior Center located 
at 1025 Old McHenry Road, Lake Zurich at 6:45PM. The following official business was transacted 
during this regular scheduled Township Board Meeting. 
 

2.0  MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Tinerella called the meeting to order at 7:58PM and led those in attendance in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 

3.0  BOARD ROLL CALL: 
Present: Supervisor Tinerella, Clerk Prouty, Trustees Black, Burch, Knutson, and Sullivan. 
 

OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS and Persons Present: 
Highway Commissioner Kruckenberg and Assessor Hoffman 

 

Sue Neuschel (Ela Township Senior Director), John Buckner of SRA, Ann White from The Center 
for Enriched Living, resident Thomas Tinerella and Todd & Patty Holland. 
 

3.1  BOARD MINUTES: 
Board Minutes of June 14,2001: Action to Approve 
Corrections: 
Page 2, Item 3.3, first paragraph, second sentence, Trustee Burch corrected the motion to 
read “to grant Ela Historical Society the full grant of $3500.00 for cabinets and to have a 
portion of the project done as an Eagle Scout project. The project will be done with 
volunteers led by the Eagle Scout candidate; not done totally by the Eagle Scout.  The Eagle 
(Tim Burch) will also assist in getting volunteers for the project and use the $3,500 for 
cabinet building materials. 
 

Supervisor Tinerella moved, Trustee Burch seconded the motion to approve the minutes of 
the June 14,2001. And the motion carried. 
 

4.0  APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP EXPENDITURES: 6/14/01 TO 7/12/01  
 

 



 
GENERAL TOWN FUND: $108,818.82 - approved full amount. 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND: $ 54.90 - approved full amount 
GENERAL ROAD FUND: $23,877.30 - approved full amount 
PERMANENT ROAD FUND: $42,126.72 - approved full amount 
PARK MAINTENANCE FUND $2049.61 - approved full amount 

TOTAL: $176,927.35                                     
 
 
5.0  HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER’S ACTIVITY REPORT: 
 

5.a  Road paving Project Update: 
 
Paving contract was let to the lowest bidder - Curran Contracting Company for the repaving 
of approximately 1-1/2 miles in Hawthorn Woods (Kathy, Marilyn and Nancy Lanes) and 
Lake Zurich (North Lakewood, Gabriel and Sacomano) @ $146,901.40.  2-1/4” will be 
removed and a double layer added – it’s the first time ELA has replaced a road in this 
fashion - this method has been proven to wear longer.  Approximately 130 residents will be 
notified via notices on their mailboxes before this begins as the removal process is quite 
noisy.  Project scheduled to be completed by end of September. 
 

5.b  Overflow Soccer Parking at Highway Department: 
 
A new layout for parking lot was prepared to maximize the number of spaces and flow of 
traffic.  Highway Department can perform the excavation work required to expand the lot 
~2,000SF.  If project can wait until September we could also use the grindings from road 
paving project as the base for expanded areas.  Suggest just installing a 2” binder coat in new 
areas this year as we will need access through the parking lot to construct the large block 
retaining wall to provide an area for material storage at the highway building in the Fall.     
 

5.c  Ela Township Road Signage: 
 

Have purchase signs informing the public when they are entering the Ela Township Road 
district throughout the township – have installed 40 signs and will probably need to order 
more. .  
 

5.d  Inventory of Assets:   
 
The final list will be completed by next Board Meeting. 
Purchased a new hydro seeder and trailer which can be used independent of each other for 
~$12K 
 
 

5.e  Computerization of Operations 
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Now using new time cards and daily worksheets to capture detail of work performed for 
better record keeping, budgetary planning and service to our residents.  We are using Excel 
spreadsheets and Quickbooks/Quicken software to track these details. 
 

 

6.0 ASSESSOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

6.a  ProVal Software Conversion Update 
 
Will not be using the new ProVal for another year based on the County Assessor’s 
recommendation – it is in the taxpayer’s best interest if we wait and make the transition to 
this new software after it is more debugged.  
 

7.0  PARKS REPORT: 
 

7.a  Park Maintenance  
 
Contract let to the low bidder, Natural Environments of Lake Zurich, for the grass cutting at 
Knox, Knigge and Township Offices @ $600 per cut. 
. 

7.b  Signage 
  
Supervisor Tinerella to have photos of various sign formats appropriate for entry signs at the 
township’s 3 parks and bus garage at the next township board meeting.   
 

7.c  Ela Area Sports Organization. 
 
Local Baseball, Soccer and Football organizations have come together to discuss common 
needs and to pool their resources – they are calling themselves the Ela Area Sports 
Organization.  Supervisor Tinerella suggested the mapping of all playing and practice fields 
would be a good place to start.  She provided this new organization a large detailed map of 
Ela Township – each type of ball field will be marked in color codes and available at their 
next meeting scheduled for late September –  
 

7.d  Knox Park : 
 

Supervisor Tinerella has been working with Robert Block, Flames (football) President to 
identify maintenance needs and to establish plans to accomplish these projects by working 
together.  Initial plans include replacing the chain-link fabric around the roller hockey rink 
and tennis courts and installing more entry gates; replacing baseball back stop; seal coating 
and re-striping both parking lots; installing fixed trash receptacles; replacing picnic tables (to  
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be built by the Flames); replacing swing set; installing fixed hockey goals; replacing walk 
around storage building and painting storage building.  
Estimated total cost = $50-60,000. 
 
Flames are very interested in having a permanent structure for their concession stand, which 
currently operates out of a small trailer, along with restroom facilities.  Estimated cost:  
$35,000. Supervisor Tinerella advises this is on the potential project list for 2002. 
 

7.e  Knigge Soccer Park: 
 
Supervisor Tinerella will solicit bids based on the preliminary drawings prepared by 
Highway Commissioner Kruckenberg and Trustee Burch with the excavation and breakout 
work being done by our highway department.   Goal is to maximize the number of parking 
spaces and use the good excavated materials to build bermes along side soccer field area.  
 
All fencing along the parking lot, bus building and between the park and highway/bus 
storage buildings will be removed to improve the look of this area.   A pathway will be 
installed along side the bus building to connect highway department driveway (new 
overflow parking areas) to parking lot.  Parking lot will be enlarged ~2000SF and spaces will 
be marked (ideally) before the start of this seasons soccer season.   
 
A large block wall with fencing to be installed to connect the highway building to the bus 
building – this will provide a corner storage area and keep the materials out-of-sight.   
 
The Ryan Memorial is planned to be placed in this park – planning of this will commence in 
September. 
 

 

8.0  Facilities Report 
.  

8.a  95 E. Main Street - Historical Center 
 
Trustee Burch advised written project plans will be available at the next Board Meeting. 
 

8.b  99 E. Main Street -  Main Township Office 
 
Obtaining formal proposals for complete removal and replacement of front parking lot as it 
is in very bad condition and creates hazardous situations at the entry door in freezing 
temperatures. 
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Will solicit bids to remove the outside bathrooms as they are in need of repairs, almost never 
used, flood when it rains and an eye sore that consumes needed space on the west side of 
our parking lot – this is the only point of entry to the Lion’s Baseball Field parking area.  
 

8.c  22605 Echo Lake Road-Highway Department. 
 
Working on the engineering for the wall/storage area and plan to have bid notices published 
in August.   
. 
9.0  Community Communications:. 
 

9.a  Newsletter: 
 
Supervisor Tinerella will have recommendations and pricing of our first newsletter at our 
next Board meeting.   
 
The Ela Festival of Arts is on September 8th which creates some time sensitivity for this 
newsletter as the township coupon ($4 off for a family) will only be published in this 
newsletter. 
 

9.b  Web Site: 
Supervisor Tinerella will bring samples of other township’s Web-site to the September Board 
Meeting.    
 

The Chamber of Commerce hosted a meeting discussing the township’s participation in a web-site to 
house the information contained in the Ela Area Community Profile bulletin which has been 
published for the past two years – they are requesting $3,000 from the township to pay for the 
website design work.  Supervisor Tinerella advised she liked the idea of team-up but would like the 
site content to contain much more than just what’s in the present Economic Profile document.  
. 

9.c  Ela Festival of Arts-Governor’s Home Town Award 
 

Supervisor Tinerella attended the award’s meeting in Springfield along with nine other 
persons to receive the subject award.   We placed 3rd and received a large sign (which will be 
placed on our Main Street properties) and a plaque which was placed at our Township 
Office.  This award honors the amount of volunteerism that went into the Ela Festival of 
Arts which is now in its sixth season! 
 
10.0  COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

10.a ICE CREAM SOCIAL  
 
Trustee Black is the township’s “coordinator” for this event -  she would like to also have 
some type of music – more at the next Board meeting. 
 

10.b FALL FESTIVAL 

 

5

2



 
No discussion due to lack of time at this meeting. 
 

10.c  X-MAS PARTY 
The Christmas party is scheduled for December 7th.  Sue Neuschel (Sr. Director) will be  
working along with the Supervisor’s Office to plan this event. 
 
11.0  Social Organization Funding Requests 
 

11.a Center for Enriched Living-Riverwoods - requesting $10,000.  
 
Anne White from the Center provided a brief overview of their facility and services.  Although 
they are over 15 miles from Ela Township they do provide transportation services with local 
pickups at various District 95 schools.  This is the first time they are requesting funds from Ela 
Township – however last year Ela Township granted funds designated for two specific township 
residents.   
 
According to their records we have 18 Ela residents attending their programs.  Membership fees 
cover on 26% of the actual program costs.  Ela township members pay $11,883 in fees and 
actual programming costs are $45,550 – hence the request for funding. 
 
Trustee Knudtson would like more than 3% of their total users coming from Ela township.  
Trustee Black expressed a desire to tour the facility before granting $10,000. 
 
Trustee Burch made a motion to grant $250.00 for each participating Ela resident with a cap of 
30 residents for FY01.   Motion seconded by Trustee Black and motion carried.  Grant is for 
$250 x 18 = $4,500.  As more residents sign-up they could request an additional $250 for each – 
up to 12 more.   
 

11.b  Lake County Special Recreation Assoc. Vernon Hills - requesting $6000.00 
 
SRACLC is basically a park district for kids with special needs – Lake Zurich and Hawthorn 
Wood participate as Member Agencies.   Ela township granted $4,500 last year.  This year’s 
$6,000 request is based on six township residents who participated in 67 programs and live in 
the unincorporated areas.   Members are charged $800 in addition to their class fees if their 
township/village does not support SRACLC.   
 
Trustee Sullivan made a motion to grant the full amount of $6000.00 Supervisor Tinerella 
seconded and the motion carried. 
 

11.c  ECS for the Ela Festival of Arts - $4000 
 

The promotional coupon to be published only in the Ela Township Newsletter was presented.  The 
idea is to offer a family of 4 a $4 discount on the admission fee (which is $4 per adult, $2 student and 
free to those 5 and under) to further promote the event and increase attendance. 
Motion made by Trustee Burch to approve $4,000 for promotional purposes, seconded by Trustee 
Black – motion carried. 
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12.0  Township Sponsored Student School Physicals: 
 
In years past our township would offer lost cost school physicals and immunizations 
through Lake County Mobile Health Services.  There were no scheduling of appointments – 
basically anyone who showed up on 2-3 designated days was served.  Township meeting 
minutes state  201 students were seen last year – although LCMHS only charged us for 28?!  
By June about a dozen persons had called Supervisor’s Office wanting to know when the 
physical were going to be.  LCMHS will not work with us on a as needed basis – so with the 
help of Trustee Knudtson and his colleagues at Northwestern University Medical School we 
put together a two day program with scheduled appointment and serviced 49 resident 
students.  The residents paid $25 and the township provided another $25 subsidy.   
Township cost was $1,225.  
 
13.0  2001 America’s Town Meeting-Washington, D.C. (September) 
 
Decision made not to attend this year – some will attend the local Peoria Conference in 
November. 
 
 
14.0  Move to Executive Session to discuss Litigation and Staffing. 
 
At 10:17pm a motion to go into executive session was made by Supervisor Tinerella and 
seconded by Trustee Black and the motion carried. 
 
At 10:38 a motion to come out of executive session was made by Trustee Sullivan and 
seconded by Trustee Burch and the motion carried. 
 
At 10.40 Trustee Burch made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting-seconded by Trustee 
Black and the motion carried. 
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